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What's Behind Those Doors?
Doors Open Kingston & Area returns this year with three event
dates!

July 20th, 2024 from 10am - 4pm
August 24th, 2024 from 10am - 4pm
September 28th, 2024 from 10am - 4pm

Discover, explore, and encounter the spaces, places, places,
and stories that shape the communities of Kingston & Area! 
As always, Doors Open event days are FREE to the public!

Read below to learn more about what’s happening at each site. 
For further program details please contact the site directly.



Saturday July 20th
from

10am to 4pm



July 20, 2024

Barriefield Village
2 4 9  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e f i e l d  O N

Learn about Barriefield, a 200 year old village in the east end of Kingston. Built in 1814
visitors to the historic village can still get a sense of its history, architectural aspects,
cultural heritage landscapes and character.

The walking tour will start at 1:00pm on July 20th. Those who wish to join should meet
at the Frontenac County Schools Museum, at 414 Regent Street in Barriefield Village.

 c h r i s t i n e . s y p n o w i c h @ q u e e n s u . c a  6 1 3 - 5 8 3 - 2 5 4 9  

Canada’s Penitentiary Museum
5 5 5  K i n g  S t r e e t  W e s t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

i n f o @ p e n i t e n t i a r y m u s e u m . c a6 1 3 - 5 3 0 - 3 1 2 2

This award-winning museum is dedicated solely to the preservation and interpretation
of the history of our federal penitentiaries. Located at the birthplace of the Correctional
Service of Canada in Kingston Ontario, the museum is housed within Cedarhedge,
which once housed the wardens of Kingston Penitentiary.

Visitors can enjoy indoor self-guided tours of the museum.



July 20, 2024

Frontenac County Schools Museum
4 1 4  R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e f i e l d ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

i n f o @ f c s m u s e u m . c o m6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 9 1 1 3

Set in historic Barriefield Village and the former Pittsburgh Township Hall, the
Frontenac County Schools Museum collects, preserves, and displays artifacts and
archival material from the one-room schools of Frontenac County from their earliest
establishment to the consolidation of school districts in 1970. Featuring a replica one-
room school and a display gallery, the museum offers plenty of fun activities for all
ages.

Visitors can check out the museum from 10am-3:30pm and there is no registration
required.

Gallery Raymond
3 3 4  P r i n c e s s  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

g a l l e r y r a y m o n d @ c o g e c o . n e t  6 1 3 - 5 4 9 - 2 4 7 7  

In the Kingston community for over 34 years, Gallery Raymond has deep historical
roots downtown, echoed by its location in an historic former carriage way. Visitors can
drop into the gallery on July 20th 2024 from 10:00am to 4:00pm to check out over 500
paintings on display. 



July 20, 2024

Museum of Health Care at Kingston
3 2  G e o r g e  S t r e e t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

Behind the Scenes Collections Tour
For many museums, the artifacts on display are just the tip of the iceberg! Explore
below the galleries of the Museum for a behind the scenes look at all the fascinating
artifacts in our very large collection. Featuring over 35,000 artifacts, these rooms are
rarely seen by the public!

Details:
Offering tours on Saturday, July 20th at 11am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm. 
Tours are approximately 15 minutes in duration.

Please note: Tours are restricted to 10 guests.

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 2 4 1 9 m u s e u m @ k i n g s t o n h s c . c a

MacPherson House and Park
1 8 0  E l i z a b e t h  S t .  N a p a n e e  O N

Immerse yourself in the splendor of this beautifully restored upper class family’s home –
period furnishings and gardens are a window of life not so long ago, nestled along the
Napanee River. A short walk from the shops and restaurants in downtown Napanee, or
the falls of Springside Park. 

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 2 4 1 9 m u s e u m @ l e n n o x - a d d i n g t o n . o n . c a



July 20, 2024

Museum of Lennox & Addington
 9 7  T h o m a s  S t r e e t  E a s t ,  N a p a n e e  O N

The Museum of Lennox & Addington explores late-18th to 20th century life.  
On July 20th, visitors can take indoor self-guided tours to learn about everyday
historical life in Canada with their themed exhibits. These exhibits include artifacts from
both internal collection, private collections, and travelling museum collections from
throughout the country.

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 2 4 1 9 m u s e u m @ l e n n o x - a d d i n g t o n . o n . c a

Murney Tower Museum
2  K i n g  S t .  W e s t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

6 1 3 - 2 1 7 - 8 2 3 5 i n f o @ m u r n e y t o w e r . c o m

Learn about the history of Murney Tower by exploring the grounds and exhibits
yourself, or take a guided tour. The museum offers a bilingual audio tour, interactive
exhibits and a virtual tour! 

PumpHouse (outdoor walking tour only)
2 3  O n t a r i o  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

Join PumpHouse staff on an outdoor curator guided tour, ‘Exploring Ontario Street:
Brewers, Bakers and Boilermakers 1830-1970’. The tour will begin at 11:00 am on the
front lawn of the PumpHouse and will end at City Hall. No pre-registration is required,
but there is a maximum of 20 people for the tour.

6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 7 8 6 7 p u m p h o u s e @ c i t y o f k i n g s t o n . c a



July 20, 2024

Queen’s University Archives
5 0 A  A r c h  S t r e e t ,  K a t h l e e n  R y a n  H a l l ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

6 1 3 - 5 3 3 - 2 3 7 8  a r c h i v e s @ q u e e n s u . c a

Guided tours of the archives, including a behind the scenes look at the vaults and a
chance to examine historical materials on display in the reading room. 

Tours start at 10:15am, running once an hour, with the last tour running at 3:15pm. 

South Frontenac Museum
5 5 9 5  R o a d  3 8  H a r t i n g t o n ,  O N

The South Frontenac Museum honours the people who have lived in the region over
the centuries by collecting, preserving and sharing their authentic stories and artifacts. 

Join the museum staff on July 20th, and spend the afternoon with arts and crafts
projects, or learn about the area with a guided tour.

6 1 3 - 3 7 6 - 3 0 2 7  e x t .  2 6 0 0

St. George’s Cathedral
2 7 0  K i n g  S t  E ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 4 6 1 7 o f f i c e @ s t g e o r g e s c a t h e d r a l . c a

St. George’s was opened in 1827, enlarged in 1892, and rebuilt after a fire in 1899. 
It was built of limestone and designed in neo-classical style and has hardly been altered
since the 1899 rebuild (which basically recreated the 1892 rebuild), either inside or
outside. Its dome is a prominent feature of the Kingston skyline.

Visitors can tour inside the cathedral with either a guided, or self-guided tour.



July 20, 2024

St. Mary’s Cathedral
2 7 9  J o h n s o n  S t ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 6 - 5 5 2 1 l i v e s t r e a m @ s t m a r y s c a t h e d r a l . c a

St. Mary’s Cathedral was consecrated in 1848, and for the past 175 years has been a
place of worship in Kingston. The stained glass has been called some of the finest in
Canada and was featured on a Canada Post stamp in 2012. 

Guided tours are available and will provide historical, architectural and spiritual
information on the 175 year old cathedral and crypts. Self-guided tours are also
available to visitors who would like to explore the grounds and the interior of the
cathedral on their own. Visitors can drop in from 10am-4pm. 

Bring Your Thing: Agnes Roadshow
O F F - S I T E :  F o r t  H e n r y ,  1  F o r t  H e n r y  D r

Agnes Etherington Art Centre is teaming up with experts to offer free 15-minute
consultations to evaluate your artworks and objects! Whether you're curious about their
history, value, or just want to learn more, join them on July 20th from 11am to 4pm at
Fort Henry as part of Doors Open Kingston & Area.

While free and open to the public, those wanting a consultation or to be a part of the
pop-up museum must sign up for a spot before the event, by visiting Agnes’s website:
Agnes’s website: or to be a part of the pop-up museum must sign up for a spot before
the event, by visiting Agnes’s website: Agnes’s website:  or to be a part of the pop-up
museum must sign up for a spot before the event, by visiting Agnes’s website.

a g n e s . q u e e n s u . c a / b r i n g - y o u r - t h i n g - a g n e s - r o a d s h o w /

https://agnes.queensu.ca/participate/talks-tours-events/bring-your-thing-agnes-roadshow/


Saturday August 24th
from

10am to 4pm



August 24, 2024

Barriefield Village
2 4 9  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e f i e l d  O N

Learn about Barriefield, a 200 year old village in the east end of Kingston. Built in 1814
visitors to the historic village can still get a sense of its history, architectural aspects,
cultural heritage landscapes and character. 

The walking tour will start at 1:00pm on August 24th. Those who wish to join should
meet at the Frontenac County Schools Museum, at 414 Regent Street in Barriefield
Village.

 c h r i s t i n e . s y p n o w i c h @ q u e e n s u . c a  6 1 3 - 5 8 3 - 2 5 4 9  

Canada’s Penitentiary Museum
5 5 5  K i n g  S t r e e t  W e s t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

i n f o @ p e n i t e n t i a r y m u s e u m . c a6 1 3 - 5 3 0 - 3 1 2 2

This award-winning museum is dedicated solely to the preservation and interpretation
of the history of our federal penitentiaries. Located at the birthplace of the Correctional
Service of Canada in Kingston Ontario, the museum is housed within Cedarhedge,
which once housed the wardens of Kingston Penitentiary.

Visitors can enjoy indoor self-guided tours of the museum.



August 24, 2024

Frontenac County Schools Museum
4 1 4  R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e f i e l d ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

i n f o @ f c s m u s e u m . c o m6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 9 1 1 3

Set in historic Barriefield Village and the former Pittsburgh Township Hall, the
Frontenac County Schools Museum collects, preserves, and displays artifacts and
archival material from the one-room schools of Frontenac County from their earliest
establishment to the consolidation of school districts in 1970. Featuring a replica one-
room school and a display gallery, the museum offers plenty of fun activities for all
ages.

Visitors can check out the museum from 10am-3:30pm and there is no registration
required.

Gallery Raymond
3 3 4  P r i n c e s s  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

g a l l e r y r a y m o n d @ c o g e c o . n e t  6 1 3 - 5 4 9 - 2 4 7 7  

In the Kingston community for over 34 years, Gallery Raymond has deep historical
roots downtown, echoed by its location in an historic former carriage way. Visitors can
drop into the gallery on August 24th 2024 from 10:00am to 4:00pm to check out over
500 paintings on display. 



August 24, 2024

Museum of Health Care at Kingston
3 2  G e o r g e  S t r e e t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

Behind the Scenes Collections Tour
For many museums, the artifacts on display are just the tip of the iceberg! Explore
below the galleries of the Museum for a behind the scenes look at all the fascinating
artifacts in our very large collection. Featuring over 35,000 artifacts, these rooms are
rarely seen by the public!

Details:
Offering tours on Saturday, August 24th at 11am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm. 
Tours are approximately 15 minutes in duration.

Please note: Tours are restricted to 10 guests.

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 2 4 1 9 m u s e u m @ k i n g s t o n h s c . c a

Murney Tower Museum
2  K i n g  S t .  W e s t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

6 1 3 - 2 1 7 - 8 2 3 5 i n f o @ m u r n e y t o w e r . c o m

Learn about the history of Murney Tower by exploring the grounds and exhibits
yourself, or take a guided tour. The museum offers a bilingual audio tour, interactive
exhibits and a virtual tour! 



August 24, 2024

PumpHouse (outdoor walking tour only)
2 3  O n t a r i o  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

Join PumpHouse staff on an outdoor curator guided tour, ‘Exploring Ontario Street:
Brewers, Bakers and Boilermakers 1830-1970’. The tour will begin at 11:00 am on the
front lawn of the PumpHouse and will end at City Hall. No pre-registration is required,
but there is a maximum of 20 people for the tour.

6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 7 8 6 7 p u m p h o u s e @ c i t y o f k i n g s t o n . c a

South Frontenac Museum
5 5 9 5  R o a d  3 8  H a r t i n g t o n ,  O N

The South Frontenac Museum honours the people who have lived in the region over
the centuries by collecting, preserving and sharing their authentic stories and artifacts.
Join the museum staff on August 24th, and spend the afternoon with arts and crafts
projects, or learn about the area with a guided tour.

6 1 3 - 3 7 6 - 3 0 2 7  e x t .  2 6 0 0



August 24, 2024

St. George’s Cathedral
2 7 0  K i n g  S t  E ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 4 6 1 7 o f f i c e @ s t g e o r g e s c a t h e d r a l . c a

St. George’s was opened in 1827, enlarged in 1892, and rebuilt after a fire in 1899. 
It was built of limestone and designed in neo-classical style and has hardly been altered
since the 1899 rebuild (which basically recreated the 1892 rebuild), either inside or
outside. Its dome is a prominent feature of the Kingston skyline.

Visitors can tour inside the cathedral with either a guided, or self-guided tour.

St. Mary’s Cathedral
2 7 9  J o h n s o n  S t ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 6 - 5 5 2 1 l i v e s t r e a m @ s t m a r y s c a t h e d r a l . c a

St. Mary’s Cathedral was consecrated in 1848, and for the past 175 years has been a
place of worship in Kingston. The stained glass has been called some of the finest in
Canada and was featured on a Canada Post stamp in 2012. 

Guided tours are available and will provide historical, architectural and spiritual
information on the 175 year old cathedral and crypts. Self-guided tours are also
available to visitors who would like to explore the grounds and the interior of the
cathedral on their own. Visitors can drop in from 10am-4pm.



Saturday September 28th

from

10am to 4pm



September 28, 2024

Barriefield Village
2 4 9  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e f i e l d  O N

Learn about Barriefield, a 200 year old village in the east end of Kingston. Built in 1814
visitors to the historic village can still get a sense of its history, architectural aspects,
cultural heritage landscapes and character. 

The walking tour will start at 11:00am on September 28th. Those who wish to join
should meet at the Frontenac County Schools Museum, at 414 Regent Street in
Barriefield Village.

 c h r i s t i n e . s y p n o w i c h @ q u e e n s u . c a  6 1 3 - 5 8 3 - 2 5 4 9  

Canada’s Penitentiary Museum
5 5 5  K i n g  S t r e e t  W e s t ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

i n f o @ p e n i t e n t i a r y m u s e u m . c a6 1 3 - 5 3 0 - 3 1 2 2

This award-winning museum is dedicated solely to the preservation and interpretation
of the history of our federal penitentiaries. Located at the birthplace of the Correctional
Service of Canada in Kingston Ontario, the museum is housed within Cedarhedge,
which once housed the wardens of Kingston Penitentiary.

Visitors can enjoy indoor self-guided tours of the museum.



September 28, 2024

Frontenac County Schools Museum
4 1 4  R e g e n t  S t r e e t ,  B a r r i e f i e l d ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

i n f o @ f c s m u s e u m . c o m6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 9 1 1 3

Set in historic Barriefield Village and the former Pittsburgh Township Hall, the
Frontenac County Schools Museum collects, preserves, and displays artifacts and
archival material from the one-room schools of Frontenac County from their earliest
establishment to the consolidation of school districts in 1970. Featuring a replica one-
room school and a display gallery, the museum offers plenty of fun activities for all
ages.

Visitors can check out the museum from 10am-3:30pm and there is no registration
required.

Gallery Raymond
3 3 4  P r i n c e s s  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

g a l l e r y r a y m o n d @ c o g e c o . n e t  6 1 3 - 5 4 9 - 2 4 7 7  

In the Kingston community for over 34 years, Gallery Raymond has deep historical
roots downtown, echoed by its location in an historic former carriage way. Visitors can
drop into the gallery on September 28th, 2024 from 10:00am to 4:00pm to check out
over 500 paintings on display. 



September 28, 2024

Great Lakes Museum
5 5  O n t a r i o  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

m a r m u s @ m a r m u s e u m . c a6 1 3 - 5 4 2 - 2 2 6 1

The Great Lakes Museum celebrates the maritime heritage of the people and places
that relied on the natural resources and shipping channels provided by the Great Lakes
region. Explore the significance of the space, the people that worked here and the ships
they built during a guided, or self-guided indoor tour. 

Please note, that S.S. Keetatin guided tours are not included in Doors Open activities

Military Communications & 
Electronics Museum and Royal Canadian
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers Museum
9 5  C r a f t s m a n  B l v d . ,  K i n g s t o n  O N

g i l l i s . a n n e t t e @ c f m w s . c o m6 1 3 - 5 4 1 - 4 6 7 5

Come discover the role that military communications and electronics have played for
over more than a century. The Military Communications and Electronics Museum is a
must-see attraction in Kingston, with over twenty thousand square feet of gallery space
devoted to not only telling the story of members of the Military Communications and
Electronics Brand both past and present. 

On September 28th, visitors can take a self-guided tour and participate in onsite
programming. 



September 28, 2024

PumpHouse 
2 3  O n t a r i o  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 7 8 6 7 p u m p h o u s e @ c i t y o f k i n g s t o n . c a

The PumpHouse Museum, located in one of Canada’s oldest original water works, will
be participating in Open Doors on Saturday September 28th with free admission to the
site. Available with admission are on-demand guided tours, and self-guided tours,
where you will be able to learn about how and why the PumpHouse provided the City of
Kingston with water from 1851 until 1952.

Smiths Falls Heritage House Museum
1 1  O l d  S l y s  R d ,  S m i t h s  F a l l s ,  O N

The Smiths Falls Heritage House Museum serves as a community museum and historic
house, depicting the upper middle class life of the Bates family, circa 1865-1875. On
August 24th, visitors can join museum staff for various drop in activities, no pre-
registration required!

6 1 3 - 2 8 3 - 6 3 1 1 h e r i t a g e h o u s e @ s m i t h s f a l l s . c a

Indoor scavenger hunt
Outdoor scavenger hunt
Mystery artifact identification game

Bake oven demonstrations
Indoor/outdoor tours



September 28, 2024

St. Mary’s Cathedral
2 7 9  J o h n s o n  S t ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 6 - 5 5 2 1 l i v e s t r e a m @ s t m a r y s c a t h e d r a l . c a

St. Mary’s Cathedral was consecrated in 1848, and for the past 175 years has been a
place of worship in Kingston. The stained glass has been called some of the finest in
Canada and was featured on a Canada Post stamp in 2012. 

Guided tours are available and will provide historical, architectural and spiritual
information on the 175 year old cathedral and crypts. Self-guided tours are also
available to visitors who would like to explore the grounds and the interior of the
cathedral on their own. Visitors can drop in from 10am-4pm.

St. George’s Cathedral
2 7 0  K i n g  S t  E ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 8 - 4 6 1 7 o f f i c e @ s t g e o r g e s c a t h e d r a l . c a

St. George’s was opened in 1827, enlarged in 1892, and rebuilt after a fire in 1899. 
It was built of limestone and designed in neo-classical style and has hardly been altered
since the 1899 rebuild (which basically recreated the 1892 rebuild), either inside or
outside. Its dome is a prominent feature of the Kingston skyline.

Visitors can tour inside the cathedral with either a guided, or self-guided tour.



September 28, 2024

The Spire
8 2  S y d e n h a m  S t .  K i n g s t o n  O N

6 1 3 - 5 4 4 - 8 6 2 1 g e n e r a l m a n a g e r @ s p i r e k i n g s t o n . o r g

The Spire has been a beacon in downtown Kingston since 1854, when the iconic spire
was built atop the Gothic Revival church. Today, The Spire is home to Sydenham
Street United Church and many community organizations and is known for its
reverberant Performance Hall and vibrant rainbow steps. The building provides a
welcoming space for thousands of people each month.

Visitors can drop by from 12:00pm - 4:00pm for guided tours to learn about this historic
building and the grounds surrounding it.

Tett Centre for Learning and Creativity
3 7 0  K i n g  S t  W ,  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

3 4 3 - 2 6 6 - 0 0 0 9  e x t .  3 0 9 1 c o m m u n i c a t i o n s @ t e t t c e n t r e . o r g

The Tett Centre for Creativity and Learning is a charitable arts organization, operating
the beautiful J.K. Tett heritage building on Lake Ontario's waterfront in Kingston. This
historic building is owned by the City of Kingston and was fully renovated in 2015. It
originally formed part of the Morton Brewery and Distillery Company, which was built in
the mid-19th century. The J.K. Tett Centre is home to nine arts organizations (including
the Tett Centre for Creativity and Learning), eight Creativity Studio Artists, a variety of
rental spaces, and a cafe.

On September 28th, visitors can join an indoor guided tour and enjoy gallery shows and  
some pop-up art events.



W.D. Jordan Rare Books and 
Special Collections

September 28, 2024

9 3  U n i v e r s i t y  A v e n u e ,  2 n d  F l o o r ,  D o u g l a s  L i b r a r y ,  
Q u e e n ’ s  U n i v e r s i t y  K i n g s t o n ,  O N

6 1 3 - 5 3 3 - 2 8 3 9 j o r d a n . l i b r a r y @ q u e e n s u . c a

Located in the historic Douglas Library, which is 100 years old in 2024, W.D. Jordan
Rare Books and Special Collections is a research and teaching resource for students,
faculty, and the larger community. We preserve and provide access to a variety of
materials, including rare books, maps, and posters. 

On September 28th, visitors can enjoy indoor guided tours along with a pop-up
exhibition of collection items! Please notes that food, drinks, and bags are not allowed
in the space due to the sensitive nature of rare books. These items can be stowed in
secure lockers on site. 



Explore More

Outside!
M a n i d o o  O g i t i g a n  ( T h e  S p i r i t  G a r d e n )

@ L a k e  O n t a r i o  P a r k  ( K i n g s t o n )

O l d  S y d e n h a m  H e r i t a g e
C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t

M a r k e t  S q u a r e  H e r i t a g e
C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  

Q u e e n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  C a m p u s

B a r r i e f i e l d  V i l l a g e  H e r i t a g e  D i s t r i c t
a n d  R o c k  G a r d e n

R o y a l  M i l i t a r y  C o l l e g e  o f  C a n a d a

P o r t s m o u t h  V i l l a g e

K i n g s t o n  W a t e r f r o n t  P a t h w a y

https://www.cityofkingston.ca/-/new-public-artwork-manidoo-ogitigan-spirit-garden-by-terence-radford-unveiled-in-lake-ontario-park
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://www.rmc-cmr.ca/en/museum/rmc-museum
https://barriefieldvillage.com/rock-gardens/
https://www.cityofkingston.ca/residents/recreation/parks-trails/waterfront-pathway

